SH: Interior University Research Coalition welcomes provincial review of B.C.’s public post-secondary system 
KAMLOOPS, PRINCE GEORGE, KELOWNA — The Interior University Research Coalition (IURC) — representing Thompson Rivers University (TRU), the University of Northern British Columbia (UNBC), and UBC Okanagan — welcomes the province’s independent review of the public post-secondary system, led by Don Avison, KC.
The review arrives at an important moment for the sector. Institutions are managing financial pressures tied to changing enrolment patterns and rising costs. At the same time, communities across the province continue to rely on universities for education, training, and research that support regional growth. The Interior universities share a commitment to strengthening B.C.’s post-secondary system so it remains accessible, responsive, and sustainable for the long term. 
The review will explore governance, sector organization, service delivery, program pathways, trades and apprenticeship training, and approaches to funding. The IURC institutions will approach these discussions with a focus on how Interior B.C. can strengthen a province-wide post-secondary system.
About the IURC
The IURC was formed to strengthen collaboration among TRU, UNBC, and UBC Okanagan. The three universities serve more than 40,000 students across the Interior and online, employ over 6,000 faculty and staff, generate more than $3.5 billion in annual economic impact for British Columbia, and advance research in climate resilience, resource sustainability, health innovation, rural equity, and Indigenous engagement. 
The coalition advances shared approaches to research, training, and community partnerships that align with Interior priorities. Through this work, the IURC: 
· Builds research capacity by drawing on each institution’s strengths, allowing the Interior to contribute knowledge that supports B.C.’s economy and public well-being. 
· Takes on regional issues such as climate resilience, wildfire response, resource transitions, rural health, and community development. 
· Works closely with Indigenous communities to support learning and research shaped by local knowledge and values. 
· Partners with industry and government to link education and research with the needs of employers and communities. 
Collaboration through the IURC ensures that ideas developed in the Interior inform broader provincial conversations. It also supports efficient use of resources, shared expertise, and coordinated approaches to some of the province’s most pressing challenges. 
Why the Interior matters
Interior British Columbia spans 670,000 square kilometres of B.C.’s 944,000 square kilometres — a vast geography that is home to diverse communities and resources contributing significantly to the province’s economic and social fabric. 
The region supports forestry, mining, clean energy, agriculture, tourism, and emerging technology fields, all of which depend on a strong supply of graduates and applied research. Universities in the Interior help sustain these sectors by offering training that meets regional labour needs and by supporting innovation through research partnerships. 
The Interior is also home to rural and remote populations that rely on close-to-home learning opportunities. TRU, UNBC, and UBC Okanagan provide access to education through regional campuses, flexible delivery, and strong community connections. This work expands opportunities for learners and supports population stability across Interior B.C.

